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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
Asim Ahmed, Ph.D

Dr. Asim Ahmed began his career in public service over thirty years ago in 1985 at the former Ministry
of Planning and National Development, Maldives. During that time, he rose rapidly through the ranks
to become Director, Strategic Planning and contributed extensively in the area of planning and national
development, both in the government and in collaboration with civil society organisations and

international agencies.

Since September 2020, Dr. Asim Ahmed has been serving as the Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of Maldives to the United Nations and Other International Organisations at Geneva,
Switzerland. In October 2020 the President appointed him as the Permanent Representative of the
Maldives to the World Trade Organisation. From March 2019 to September 2020, Dr. Asim served as
Ambassador at Large at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dr. Asim has addressed the UN General
Assembly and the UN Security Council as well as the Human Rights Council, highlighting the
Government’s foreign policy goals of environmental diplomacy, the promotion of human rights and
democratic governance.

From 201 1to 2013, Dr. Asim served as the Minister of Education. During this time the President also
appointed him periodically as the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs and for a time as the Acting
Minister of Tourism. In 2012, Dr. Asim was elected as the President of the Local Government
Authority (LGA). He served on a number of boards, committees and high-level councils including the
National Security Council. As the Minister of Education, he also served as the President of the
Maldives UNESCO National Commission. Dr. Asim also served as the President of the National
Higher Education Council.

Professionally, Dr. Asim has provided consultancies in a wide range of social and economic areas to a
number of international agencies including UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCAP and UNFPA. In 1991 he
worked as a consultant at the ILO Head Office in Geneva. Some of his professional work has been
published by ILO, UNESCAP and UNFPA.

He completed a Bachelor of Arts degree (B.A) in Sociology and Politics at the University of South
Pacific, Fiji, in 1989. In 1992 he completed the degree of Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) in
Development Studies at the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the University of Sussex, UK.
He was admitted to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) at Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand in 2011.

In 1989 he achieved the Gold Medal in Social Science for Academic Excellence and the Vice
Chancellor's Prize for Best All-round Performance from the University of the South Pacific. In
recognition of his academic achievements, he was awarded the President’s Prize by the Government
of Maldives first, in 1989 and then in 2012. While serving as the Education Minister Dr. Asim Ahmed
received the Award for Outstanding Contribution to Education from the World Education Congress,
Mumbali, India, in 2013.

Born in Male’ in January 1963, Dr. Asim is married to Dr. Sheeza Ali and has a son and a daughter.

29 December 2020





