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AT

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

WHEREAS the Optional Protocol to the Convention on Child Rights on
Communication Procedures was adopted on the Nineteenth Day of December, Two

Thousand and Eleven, in New York, United States of America,

WHERFEAS the Government of the Republic of Maldives desires to sign the

said Convention;

NOW, THEREFORE, THESE PRESENTS ARE TO CERTIFY that
Ms. Iruthisham Adam, Permanent Representative to the United Nations Offices at
Geneva of the Republic of Maldives has been duly authorized by the Government of the
Republic of Maldives to sign the said Convention for, and on behalf of, the Government
of the Republic of Maldives.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, MOHAMED WAHEED HASSAN,

President of the Republic of Maldives, have set my hand and affixed my seal hereunto.

DONE, at Male’, this Sixth Day of Rabee-ul Akhir, One Thousand Four
Hundred and Thirty Three of the Hijri Calendar, cotresponding to the Twenty Eighth Day

)

Mohamed Waheed Hassan

of February, Two Thousand and Twelve.






oo

OORX O Or o
& prEsy Forlfa

RN

1

o
el
e
O
ey
"
>

-
AT
o
2>
-~ d

= @
et o,,)
#
Q-
x o LA
/er—-‘j/{ — Ll -

T

aPxx o
AYRAY FSP g

-
=

E
g

—

.

communications procedurc

(

)

+

[ 4

52

[ -

vt

>

-
-

< - -
s ATt ] (/
=

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a

[ -] Hd
g

KE € Fr 33~
g

e > (P

A YOO N PFIA OIS AL PPN

[ - - 22

- I

-

> L
-7

vy

-

- -
Pl B T -
- -

&

[
TAMAZ AP PALIE

-~

£
e

-

-

B

L

- 3L
PAf o FDs ;T AP

Lo -
-~

”~

.
-~

La

-~ (-4 3
.

[ 3
VA L. JA}'—‘J)
- C
g

/!

ao 2 00L

G@PMN O Gr s OxX P s Fer> a2

gL AT A FAFIAFA
-

o E D - L3
AR P S P
-

gf9:

-

—

3

>3 2011 <33






-
-

~ 2 oL - N &
sxay 11 rrajrasac
- Fl - -
L

salss 5 1991 .

P Vo

-
-

El

£

PR
- SPSAAN B

~7 21 s5 14 £3233

O PO

Fatandt F SR &Y LA el

0 -

-
—p—
-

o o
AR A

o

[T

FAR SV IS A

o 3>
-

E N |
I N o
-

~ 03 5 o
F
-

~

-

L L e &

L AN-K-4
PSP AN AL RS

[
-

o¢ > 0

P-F -

FAFAF VA ARAIA FAY

-

[

X - -
-

”
-~

E-l

=

L s Fa
A S PA R P Py

-
=

SO F T
i P rAS >

-

?

- B
-

Bl ol N |

e

# P o e g 3P

oS P DS s Y

o ¢

[

CP A
A el

[ - L T

Crr O o »x 0
Agr—Ef et f BN
-~

~”

-
VE A2 et

3 For 3P -~ 2L - 2
ol o 0 S L - ]
- 3 -

- > 2
OV I

@ 3 0
Pl g R

o 3 P

B F
-

-

-4

- LI -

”

»

LML AD SAPI—AD

[
ad

[

PLIE AL ST A

a3 &

-

L

>
LR ool Vol W L)

G Fr CFeFD
J/’/ﬁ) L

22

L2V ESS ARFEAZ S TS

B

[ LA [ I

3
-

£

(-]

s L oo

S3ax 5 53

nee

-

-

2

CESSS S S A

L 23

L - -

L - B B

- - R 1) ]

SO J AL A )
-

-~
>

# - ox
-

0/( (-
P I I R

L I

[
-

L FS e

>






P

-
-

-
@

3

&

E L L L O F O

SFASFIPINS S0P DAY S FY

LI B N

Pl al S P Eal SR

[ [4
A

LR

L A [ o
AP S AR P

-

25 Fa s

&

- -

D FrE o r.- £ > 33 g

AR SASSAT S LSS

R

-~

o}

-~
»
g

L
E-d

PV = S
e

-

-1 X g 2
o

=
o -
-

-
L

>

[N -
-

-
L L e FLAr D

CRANS s PR

=
L

2

& s Fs O
-~

-~
P A ALII—AD  pS s P S90S PAF RIS

#
-

P
-
VAs 2oRf SVRIr—AD S frs MR gD

£-4
[ 4

[~ -4

-

-
”

FaLE > £ r
-
Or Lt P o
-
ERE- E IR ]
R /“‘/‘A:‘—‘ ;"’}/J"/ el N -

-
CEAN L BI S SS FARPIY S

=
O s
[

-4 x>
& -
(4
& -
-

&

“’}C’ D AT

L€ ELELL @ orrmd
LR

[ I - 4

2P

AR

a -

LA

BANFS SV

et
i

>

AP
- -
-
Pl L ISR Bt g
[
S

@ -

? &
o 3

k.
S S

L P

A0t P oy
-

(-
o
0L Gy

@

[- B
& Lo
-
r@rE—e— o P S

€
L0

-

E N - R Y ]
4

AFFZ I AP

a s F o
S g8 @ s
— et P

B A

-

4

@ -

(=}
D

s s 2
SRS I
-

=

E -

O -

/} . W N L

b

iy
"
88

LEE »~ axo -
PALAS SIS

[- -

- o

oL o

r
-

”

YoNAZY PR AP s

-
0/‘\“

-]
—

=
R

- o a £
F—PAS RSN
- -

0w o
forl ol et

L
g
-

>

Tl el S o]

-
- o

££

-

o

Gt @
B er—.~ g

o






[ -

O

¢
Ead

-
Pl -Ear Rt ¥ ool S el SU R R T

&+

c

L=

(&0 20,8~

AN P AL S

-~

-

£ 6t @ & PxD

- B S A

-~ =

o &£ x

o &
-

S K A~ PR AR

-

S 3 o
o

[

o X o L2
L S

R e &o» &

ASFAL PR D P

ER A
-

a2
el

[+

Y ]

O]

- “ &P -

FAAR AP PYEE ps s M

&3 o

s [

-

€

o
-

- 3

[ o -
APf FE GRS SAII—AZ
-

-

FASIS ARFADR SRS T r)}g}”)g e

S L DD [ a - [ -

L

-
2 A
- -

=

[- I e
@F SeFAA -

L
-

-5 B
SIS 0D 3P

LE -
-

o 23y

s
-

Ll - A

o -

[l et L Gl Il P g )

>

Y

£

Ea a
w1

o4
vt

|

(- -l
FES A AAFI—AAZ A SR e

[

LA

a3 [ BN
AP ¥

LR
R L

Ny MY
e oJ
vy XY
//-f !
vty
S /N
vy A
B
vy
AR
s 09
iy a/
R
AA ARt
Y Ay
ﬂf oﬂ
vy
8
L]
sy /Hw/
oM kS
N cN¢
RN
[
3w
T
um/,
by u
o
il
$y
L]
3
S
3%
hak 1]
ok
1,
sy
\
R
D

o x & Ed
Pl - R et
- - T

[- I - W - v

-

[

-

AR DN PP SO AR g
-

[ o
-
-~ -~

te@xx o
SO SFVEAL F

- Iy

[ L £ 4D & il >

g d@ g flrdr o s Mg b

-

o

[ & -
oA Y
& -

PP F PO P
-

o
B AT P

a2y

-~

L L E F PO O

B N e BN

-






iy —
-

o

ERE
P i e W

a
-

[
I
-

-

- o> E-
RIL A JEF SO
-

(13
~”

L RO

-E L=

Q-

P Yoo A
AL FP AL SIS 2

Al I

-~

- - ER
A® P e
-

)).i’;j/“

s

L -]

[ -

s FEAD ,ABIVE LA PSSR
-~

£

- F o~ a .- (- ax
& -

L2 2e
&2 E

2o~ # o -
AR AL S A
= - -

[

”
-

- - 3 F e O
T AP AL AAZ PRI FSAE
- - =

L
”

I -
A S

ER-
¥

DD XD

R o

L
/J

[
-

~

> = (-

-

& o
S 3 PANAFS
-

<+

“LiFr 2O

£ a
SYEAS IFS LI AY s BeoF A

[- -

- L

[- I -

D 32 O T

(3

LI

© A2 PF N2 Ps SMLAS

&

”

-

o

@

DPxx o
AEEAY Fr g

>
&

o -]

(D@ f 2P AP AR AS A
- P

”

-
e

-

L
-

L

< a 2.

L ol 0
S A @AE A

Q3

-~

[

PR R ey

o ¢t ot e ? o«
Fd A et A
- -

o
-

a¢
P et
~

o Pxxe

-

-2 A
{Jo_;vfj

=

g
Fa o)

o X
Ll P R L
&

>
-~

-
-

Ll R S ar F ol ol e Rl RVl ]

L 4

L £ o -~ o L2 [ -3

-
)
-

<

o 0P o
FEAKNLIp AIIVERL

L

[ X2
-~

20302 - o 2
-

-~

ol L4

LS ANAML DI EAN VI FE

G L 22
AJ}/’A/

”
-t

kS

&
r7 93 it

P

() 5343

F 2o -
LRAR V@A L ot
-
[y |
Y L

>
-~

<
-

s

[ B B

-

(AT 2 S0 r3s P

-

b

-

- <

- -

P
PRI ASIAD PAPAR voxf
-

o
-

-
o

& - -~ ce > o~ &2
SAFI D SO AN P
] - -

~ OO B

-

L
APV PN INE

-






[ PP - N > 222 EFaF s
S e e T A }‘AJ (/) 93 :r—'

AP P

ox © O - - @XM Q.- OCOMN - 2 ofPxx o os s 0x

LI - [4 E3 -~ -
A i B gt —pan 3 e Nrie e 3 @ aRRRAL FIE
- -~

a
[ o ad sl W -
-~ -

k3
»

A
Yo

R e - 4 - > ¢ E 4 oL oF L ~ 2o L o
SLiias Slapl smmes g5 sevar smpax sia 5 2012 xasey 29 a3 st
o < - - -

Pl a4 €L ? os 22 acFa L o ¢ o e 22?3 x Bl G oF L
ALTABD  PAFL AN FEIFA AADSE S —PAA IR VA AL SR P L h
- - - - - - N

- = [T - oo €L &L e - o, e 2?2 x

’—‘}"—‘ AP E rAHe— S SMNE A KB 3 AJrAR MFAPVAS  MrARs MFSA A
& - - - = - e - - -~

tLoor o M

TR EI 2 2






United Nations Aresreon s

Diste.: Genera

Gelleral Asscmbly 27 January 201,

f(ﬁ
S22

Sixty-sixth session
Agenda item 64

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2011

[0 the veport of the Third Commiitiee (A4/66/457))

66/138. Optional Protecol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on a communications procedure

The General Assenmibly,

Taking note with appreciation of the adoption by the Fluman Rights Council,
through its resolution [7/18 of 17 June 20117 of the Optional Protoco! to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on a conununications procedure,

1.  Adopts the Opiional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on a communications procedure as centained in the annex to the present
resolution;

2. Recommends that the Oplionzl Protocel be opened for signature al a

signing ceremony to be held in 2012, and requests the Seerclary-General and the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the necessary
assistance.

8Yth plenary meeting
{9 December 2011

Annex

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a
communications procedure

The States parties to the present Protocal,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Natiens, the recognilion of the inherent dignity and the equal and
inalicnable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom.
justice and peace in the werld,

Noting that the States parties 10 the Convention on the Rights of the Child
thereinafier referred to as “'the Convention™) recognize the righis set forth in it to

' Sae Official Records of the General Assembly, Stary-sixe Session, Swpploanent No, 53 {A60:53), chap, T,

11-46710 .
LG TTRTE ]



A/RES/66/138

cach child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind, irrespective
of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national, ethiic or social origin, property,
disability, birth or other status,

Reaffirming the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness
ol at! human rights and fondamental treedoms,

Reaffirming also the status of the child as a subject of rights and as a human
being with dignity and with evolving capacities,

Recagnizing that children's special and dependent status may create real
difticulties for them in pursuing remedies for vielations of their rights,

Considering that the present Protoco! will reinforee and complement national
and regional mechanisins allowing children (o submit complaints for violations ol
their rights,

Recognizing that the best interests of the child should be a primary
consideration te be respected in pursuing remedies for violations of the rights of the
child, and that such remedies should take into account the necd for child-sensitive
procedures at all levels,

Encouraging States parties to develop appropriate national mechanisms to
enable u child whose rights have been violated 1o have access to effective remedies
al the domestic tevel,

Recalling the important role that national human rights institutions and other
relevant specialized institutions, mandated to promote and protect the rights of the
child, can play in this regard.

Considering 1hal, in order to reinforce and complement such national
mechanisms aud to forther enhance the implementation of the Convention and,
where applicable, the Optional Prowcols therete on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography and on the invelvement of children in armed
conflict, it would be appropriate to enable the Committee on the Rights of the Child
(hereinafter referred 1o as “the Commiftee™) to carry out the functions provided for
in the present Protocol,

ITave agreed as follows:

Partl
General provisions

Article 1
Competence of the Committee on the Rights of the Child

1. A Sate parly teo the present Protocol recognizes the competence of the
Ceminittee as provided for by the present Protocol.

2. The Committee shall not exercise its competence regarding a State party to the
prescist Protocol on matters concerning violations of rights set forth in an instrument
to which that Stale is not a party.

3. No communication shall be reccived by the Commitree if it concerus a State
that is not a party to the present Protocol.
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Article 2
General principles guiding the functions of the Committee

In fulfilling the functions conferred on it by the present Protocol, the
Committee shall be guided by the principle of the best interests of the child. It shall
also have regard for the rights and views of the child, the views of the child being
given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the <hild.

Avrticle 3
Rules of procedure

1. The Commitcee shall adopt rules of procedure (o be followed when exercising
the functions conferred on it by the present Protocol. In doing so. it shall have
regard, in particular, for article 2 of the present Protocol in order to puarantee
child-sensitive procedures.

2. The Committee shall include in its rules of procedure safeguards to prevent the
manipulation of the child by those acting on his or her behalf and may decline Lo
examine any communication that it considers net to be in the child’s best interests,

Article 4
Protection mcasures

[. A State pacty shall take all appropriate steps Lo ensure (hat individuals under
its jurisdiction are not subjected to any buman rights violation. il-treatment or
intimidation as a consequence of communications or cooperation with  the
Commiltee pursuant 1o the present Prolocol.

2. The identity of any individual or group of individuals concerned shall nol he
revealed publicly withoul their express consent,

Part 11
Communications procedure

Article 5
Individual communications

[.  Communications may be submitied by or on behalf of an individual or group
of individuals, within the jurisdiction of a State party. claiming to be victims of a
violation by that State party of any of the rights set forth in any of the following
instruments to which thal Slate is a party:

{¢) The Convenlion;

{h) The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography;
(¢)  The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the invelvement of ¢hildren

in armed conflict,

2. Where a communication is submitted on behalf of an individual or group of
individuals, this shall be with their consent unless the author can justity acting on
their behalf without such consent,



A/RES/66/138

Article 6
Interiinm measures

1. At any time after the receipt of a communication and belore a determination
on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State party
concerned far its vrgent consideration a request that the State party take such
interim measures as may be necessary in exceptional circumstances ta avoid
possible irreparable damage to the victim or victims of the alleged violations.

2. Where the Commiltee exercises its discrction under paragraph | of the present
article, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits of the
communication,

Article 7
Admissibility

The Cormmitiee shall consider a communication inadmissible when:
() The communication is anonymous;
(£)  The communication is not in writing;

{(¢) The communication constilutes an abusg of the right of submission of
such communications or is incompatible with the provisions of the Convention
and/or the Opional Protocols therelo;

(d) The same matter has alrcady been examined by the Committee or has
been or is beinp examined under another procedure of international investipation or
settlenicnt;

(¢} All available domestic remedies have nol been exhausted. This shall nol
be the rule where the application of the remedies is vnreasonably prolonged or
unlikely to bring effective relicf;

{(H The communication is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently
substantiated;

(¢) The facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prier to the
entry into force of the present Protocol for the State party concerned, unless those
facts continued afier that date,

(4) The communication is not submitted within one year after the exhaustion
ol domestic remedies, except in cases where the author can demonstrate that it had
nol been possible 1o submil the communication within tha iime limit.

Article B
Transmission of the communication

1. Unless the Committee considers a communication inadmissible without
reference to the State party concerned, ihe Committee shall bring any
commurication submitted to it under the present Protoco! confidentially to the
attention of the State party concerned as soon as possible.

2, The Statc parly shall submit to the Commitlec written explanations or
statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that it may have provided.
The State party shall submit its response as soon a3 possible and within six monihs.
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Article 9
Friendly settfemcent

1. The Commiltee shall make available iis good offices 1o (he parties concerned
with a view to reaching a friendly settlement of the matter on the basis of respect for
the obligations set forth in the Convention and/or the Optienal Protocols thereto,

2. An agrecment on o friendly seitlement rceached under the auspices ol the
Committee closes cansideration of the communication under the present Protocol.

Article 10
Consideration of commanications

i.  The Committee shall consider communications received under the present
Protocol as quickly ay pussible, in the light of all documentation submilted to it,
provided that this documentafion is transmitted ta the parties concerned.

2. The Commiuee shall hold closed meelings when examining conmtbunications
received under the present Protocol.

3. Where the Committee has requested inlerim measures, it shall expedite the
consideration of the communication,

4. When ecxamining commmunications alleging vielations of economic, social or
cultural rights, the Committee shall consider the reasonableness of the steps taken
by the State pacty in accordance with article 4 of the Convention. In doing so. the
Committee shall bear in mind that the State party may adopt a range of possible
policy measures for the implementation ol the cconomic, social and cultural rights
in the Convention.

5. After examining a communication, the Comuitiec shall, without delay,
transimit its views on the connnunication, together with its recommendations, if any.
to the parties concerned.

Article 11
¥olow-up

I.  The State party shall give due consideration to the views of the Commitree,
together with its recommendations, it any, and shall submit to the Committee a
wrilten response, including information on any action laken and envisaged in the
light of the views and rccommendations of the Cemmitiee. The State party shall
submil 11§ response as soon as possible and within six monlhs.

2. The Comunittee may invite the State party to submit further information about
any measures the State party has taken in response to its views or recommendations
or implementation of a friendly settlement agrezment, if any, including as deemed
appropriale by the Commiltee, in the Stale parly’s subsequent reports under
article 44 of the Convention, article 12 of the Optional Protocol 1o the Convention
ot the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography or article & of the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the invelvement of children in armed
conflict, where applicable.

Article 12
Inter-State communications

[. A Statc panly to the present Protocol may. at any time, declare that it
recognizes  the competence of the Commitice 10 reccive and  consider
communications in which a State party claims that another State party is not
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tulfilling its obligations under any of the following instruments 1o which the State is
a party:
{¢) The Convention;

{h) The Optional Protocot to the Convention on the sale of children. child
prostitution and child pornography;

(¢) The Optional Protoco! Lo the Convention on the involvement af children
in armed conflict.

2. The Committee shall not receive communications concerning a State party that
has not made such a declaration or communications from a State party thal has not
made such a declaration,

3. The Commmniltee shall make available its good offices to the States parties
concerned with a view 1o a Iriendly solution of the matter on the basis of the respect
for the obligations set forth in the Convention and the Optional Protocols thercto,

4. A dcclaration under paragraph 1 of the present article shall be deposited by the
States pavties with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit
copies thereaf to the other States parties, A declaralion may be withdrawn at any
time by notification to the Seccretary-General, Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice
the consideration of any matter that is the subject of a communication already
transmitted under the present article; no fucther communications by any State party
shall be received under the present article after the notification of withdrawal of the
declaration has been received by the Secrelary-General, unless the State parly
comeerned has made a new declaration.

Part 111
Inquiry procedure

Article 13
Inquiry procedure for grave or systematie violations

1. [f the Comunittee rececives reliable mformation indicating grave or systematic
viclations by a State party of rights set forth in the Convention or in the Optional
Protoceols thereto on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornagraphy or
on the involvermenl of children in armed contlict. the Committee shall invite the
State party to cooperale in the examination of the information and, to this end, to
submit observations withoul delay with regard to the information concerned.

2. Taking into account any cbservations that may have been submitted by the
Stale party concerned, as well as any other reliable information avaifable to il, the
Commitiee tnay designate one or more of its members to conduct an inquiry and to
report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the State
party. the Inquity may include a visit to its terrilory.

3. Such an inquiry shall be vonducted confidentially, and the cooperation of the
State parly shall be gsought at all stages of the procecdings.

4. After cxamining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall transmit
without delay these findings lo the State party concerned, together with any
comments and recommendations.

5. The State party concerned shall, as saon as possible and within six months of
receiving (he lindings, comments and recommendations transmitted by  the
C'ommittee, submit its observations to the Commitiee,
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6. After such proceedings have been complelod with regard to an inquiry made in
accordance with paragraph 2 of the present article, the Conumittce inay, aller
consullation with the $tate party concerned, decide (o include a sunmary account of
the results of the proceedings in its report provided for in articte 16 of the present
Protocol.

7. Each State parly may, al the time of signature or ratitication of the presemt
Protocol or accession therclo, declare that it does nol recognize the compelence of
the Committee provided for in the presemt article in respeet of the rights set forth in
some or all of the instraments listed in paragraph 1.

8. Any State party having made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 7 of
the present article may, al any time, withdraw this declaration by notitication to the
Sceretury-General ol the Linited Nations,

Article 14
Follow-up to the inquiry procedute

1. The Committec may, if necessary, aller the end of the period of six months
relerred to in article 13, paragraph 3, invile the State party concernad to inlorm it ol
the measures taken and envisaged in response to an inguity conducted under
article 13 of the present Prolocol.

2. The Committee may invite the State party to submit further information about
any measures that the State pariy has takea in response W an inguiry conducted
under article 13, including as deemed appropriate by the Committec, in the State
party’s subsequent reports under article 44 of the Convention, article 12 of the
Optional Protocol (o the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and
chitd pornugraphy or article 8 of the Optionat Protocel to the Convention on the
involvement of children in armed contlict, where applivable.

Part IV
Final provisions

Arlicle 15
International assistance and cooperalion

i.  The Committee may transmit, with the consent of the State party concerned, to
United Nations specialized ageneies, funds and programmes and other competent
bodies ils views of recommendations cuncerning communications and ingquiries thal
indicalc a need for technical advice or assistance, logether with the Stale party’s
observations and suggestions, il any, on these views or recommendations,

2. The Commiltee may also bring to the altention of such bodies, with the
consent of the Sfate party concerned, any matier arising out of communications
considerad under the present Protocol that may assist them in deciding, ¢ach within
its ficld of compelence, on the advisability of international measures likely 1o
contribute 1o assisting States parfics in achieving progress in the implementaiion of
the rights recognized in the Convention andfor the Optional Protocols thereto,

Article 16
Report to the General Assembly

The Committee shall include in its report submitted every two years to the
General Assembly in accordance witly article 44, paragraph 3, of the Convention a
summary of its activities under the present Protocol.
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Article 17
Dissemination of and information on the Optional Protocol

Each State party undertakes to make widely known and to disscminate the
present Protocol and to facilitate access to information about the views and
recommendations of the Committee, in particular with regard to matters involving
the State parly, by appropriate and active means and in accesstble fermats to adulls
ang children alike, inclading those with disabilitics.

Articte 18
Signature, ratitication and accession

. The present Protocol is open for signature to any State that has signed. ratitied
or acceded to the Convention or either of the first two Optionat Protocols thereto.

2. The present Protocel is subject to ratificalion by any State that has ratified or
acceded 1o the Cenvention or cither of the first two Optional Protocols thereto.
Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any Stale thal has ratified
or acceded to the Convention or either of the first two Optional Protocols thereto,

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with
the Secretary-General.

Article 19
Entry inta force

I.  The presem Protocol shall enter into force threc months after the deposit of the
tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Prolocol or acceding to it after the deposit
ol the tenth instrument of ratification or instrament of accession, the presem
Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of its own
instrument of ratificalion or aceession.

Article 20
Violations occurring after the entry info force

1. The Commiticc shall have competence solely in respect of violations by the
State party of any of the rights set forth in the Convention andfor the first two
Optional Protocols thereto ocewring after the entry into force of the present
Protocol.

2, If a Statc becomes a parly to the present Protecol after its entry into torce, the
obligations of thai State vis-a-vis the Committee shall relaic only to violations of the
rights set forth in the Convention andfor the first two Optional Protocols therelo
occurring after the entry into force of the present Protocol for the State concerned.

Article 21
Amendments

1.  Any State parly may propose an amendment to the present Protocol and submit
it to the Secrelary-General of the Uniled Nations, The Secrelary-General shall
communicate any proposed amendments to States partics with a request to be
notified whether they favour a meeting of States partics for the purpose of
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considering and deciding upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months
af the date of such communicuation. at least one third of (he Stales parties favour
such 4 mmecting, the Secretary-General shall convene the mecting under the auspices
of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of two thirds of the
States partics present and voting shall be submitted by the Seerctary-Cieneral to the
General Assembly for approval and, therealter, 1o all Stales parties for acceptance.

2. An amendment adepled and approved in accordance with paragraph 1 of the
present article shall enter into force ou the thirtieth day after the number of
instruments of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds of the number of States
partics at the date of adoption of the amendment. Thereafter, the amendment shall
enter into force for any State party on the thirtieth day following the deposit of its
own instrument of acceptance. An amendment shall be binding only on hosc Slates
parities that have accepted il

Article 22
Denunciation

. Any Stale parly may denounce the present Protocol ai any time by written
notification to the Seerelary-General of the United Nations. The denunciation shall
take effect onc year after the dale of receipt of the notification by 1he
Secretary-General,

2. Denunciation shall be without prejudice 10 the cenlinued application of the
provisions of the presem Protocol to any communication submitied under arlicles §
of 12 or any inguiry initiatcd under article 13 before the effective date of
denunciation.

Article 23
Depositary and notification by the Seeretary-General

l.  The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the depositary of the
present Protocol.

2. The Secretary-General shall inform all States of:
{a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under the present Protocol:

{(f) The date of entry into force of the present Prolocol and of any
amendment thereto under articic 21,

() Any denunciation under aclicie 22 of the present Protocol.

Article 24
[.anguages

.  The present Prolocel, of which the Avabic. Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations.

2. The Scerctary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copics of
the present Prolucel 1o all States.






